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Résumé

It has become to be recognized, more and more, that the future development of library and
information science in Japan requires and reflects overall understanding of the international
trends in the field and on the needs to survey library and information science education in
today’s Japan.

The authors of this paper have endeavoured to identify new trends in the library and in-
formation science field in Japan and other nations. The authors collected and analysed documents
and materials on education for library and information science, including curricula in Japan,
U.S. A, and the Philippines. In addition, proposals prepared by major international organizations
such as OECD, FID, and UNESCO, and by the American Society for Information Science were
also consulted. Results of our analysis reveal the following conspicuous trends;

(1) Library and information science education in Japan is at a very low level on the average, due
to the fact that most of the courses are given in two-year colleges. Moreover, no basic
guideline exists for educational programs in such colleges.

(2) Overall curricula in the United States are in a transitional period from traditional library
science to newly developed library and information science or information studies courses.
Schools named “library science” are still offering traditional courses including mainly basic
and administrative courses, while schools named “library and information science” or “infor-
mation studies” principally offer technical processing courses in library operations. Some
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schools, it would appear, tend to concentrate on the humanistic rather than technological

aspects of information transfer.

(3) The authors of this paper are convinced that the proposal offered by UNESCO is more
applicable to Japan than those offered by other international organizations.
Further study will be conducted by the authors of this paper.
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Communication and Libraries
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Seminar in Information and Communi-
cation Process

Information in Society
Interpersonal Communication
Information Needs of Society
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The Library and Society
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Communication Roles and Responsibility
of Libraries
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International Librarianship

International and Comparative Librar-
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Comparative Librarianship

Education for Librarianship
Seminar in Education for Librarianship
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ical Process

Public Library in the Political Process

Publishing and the Book Trade
Modern Publishing and Librarianship
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Publishers and Publishing

Social Science Literature

Information Services & Sources in the
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Information Sources and Services in the
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Information Sources and Services in
Science and Technology

Bibliography of the Sciences
Children’s Materials
Materials for Young People
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Information Service to Special Groups
Individual Communication Service
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Bibliometric Distribution
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Computer Based Reference Services

On-line Reference and Information Ser-
vices
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Archives and Historical Manuscript Col-
lection

Archives Management

Management of Archives and Manu-
script Collections
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Critical Analysis and Evaluation of Books
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Critical Analysis and Evaluation of Books
for Young Adults

Gathering and Evaluating Information
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Decision-making Techniques for Librar-
ians
Personnel and Budgeting Procedures

Information Systems
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