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Structural Features, Problems, and Areas for Future Development in the
Training of Specialists in School Libraries:
from the Viewpoint of the Relationships Among “Sectors” and “Actors”

2Nk
Sayur: YOSHIZAWA

Resume

Purpose: We aim to identify the structural features, problems, and areas for future development involved in
the institutionalization of the training system for specialists in school libraries by analyzing the historical re-
lationships among “sectors” and “actors” during the passage and revision period of the School Library Law.
Methods: We analyzed the relationships among “sectors” and “actors” during the passage and revision
period of the School Library Law on the basis of a four-sector structure developed by Koichi Hashi-
moto. The research method was a literature survey, and the target period was from 1945 to 2014.

Results: The features: (1) strong political pressure being found more than the process of public librarians’
professionalization, (2) changes being seen in the structure of the traditional sectors that influenced the
training system in regard to the legislation of reading, (3) major actors in the Professional Organizations
sector being divided into multiple groups with conflicting opinions, and (4) actors in the Higher Education
Institutions sector and Fields and Facilities sector having weak relationships with actors in the others. The
problems: (1) the need to expand the conventional concept of reading among all sectors and the insufficiency
of discussion of a teaching method, (2) the anticipated facilitation of intersectoral debates on the impact of
Business and Citizen involvement in professional development, (3) the need for accumulation and utilization
of discussions by Higher Education Institutions among Professional Organization actors, and (4) each actor in
the Fields and Facilities sector establishing relationships and demonstrating initiative at the municipal level.
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