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Academic Libraries in Europe :

A Historical Study of Legal Deposit system

A i g
Makoto Maruyama

Résumé

In postwar Japan, the library affairs in the United States have been much referred to in
solving the problems of the library, but those of Europe seem to have been less referred to.
However, recently the reports of American librarians’ pilgrimage to libraries in Europe have
appeared in the prefessional magazines in the American library world and special issues on the
libraries in Scandinavian countries have often been presented. This has resulted in wide discus-
sion on this subject. I happened to have had an opportunity to inspect academic libraries in
10 European countries last year and I thought I would take this opportunity to put in order my
impressions and characteristics of the traditional academic libraries in the West.

The first characteristics is the acquisition policy, the second one is the rationalization of
technical processing, the third is the training of librarians, and the fourth is the library building.
However, what I wish to state here concerns the historical development of legal deposit system that
characterizes the acquisition. In the Western countries, efforts were made to collect books under
this system within their countries as early as the beginning of the 16th century, thus taking
the lead in the world. Such libraries as British Museum Library, Bodleian Library of Oxford
University, Bibliothéque Nationale in France, Uppsala University and University Library of Lund
in Sweden, University Library of Copenhagen in Denmark and others have so far collected some
1,000,000 to 5,000,000 volumes. Further, the number of books in Berlin Free University Library,
established after World War II, increases by more than 38,000 annually and the Library presently
has a collection of 500,000 volumes.

It is considered that the legal deposit system has been one of the driving forces in these
collections and it should not be overlooked that in Japan only the National Diet Library enjoys
the benefits of this system. In case of the Western countries, however, each country has at
least 3 or 4 deposit libraries and in some countries inventive methods for better operarions of
the deposit system can be observed, each library being given a specific theme to tackle. I have
tried to get my idea into shape on the legal foundation and the details of the operation of these

organization.
(Keio University Library)
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Miinchen S.B. 30,692 6,514 13,617 6,691 7,283 64,797 35,004
Miinchen U.B. 6,898 7,146 6,401 964 15 21,424 5,036
Hamburg Stu. U.B. 15,146 10,028 1,606 5,270 3,462 35,512 16,611
Frankfurt Stu. U.B. 15,531 3,367 3,062 2,844 2,121 26,925 8,553
Miinster U.B. 13,315 7,467 2,124 2,511 965 26,382 9,209
Gottingen Stu. U.B. 13,098 5,941 2,231 4,560 6,477 32,307 14,914
s 150,711 58,930 46,459 30,725 22,304 | 309,129 | 126,203

(1) Freie U. Berlin U.B. (21964 ED F— 2 TH 5,

(2) Jahrbuch der Deutschen Bibliotheken (40) 1963, p. 389 X b # ¥k,
(3) U.B.—Universitats-bibliothek, S.B.—Stadt-bibliothek, Stu. U.B.—Stadt-und Universitits-

bibliothek o m%,

— 127 —




2 —r oy SZHKEHEER

—F 7 rvF—vavnb 1005 FLroiker T
SER LI, LA UEEIRTEEAEDKRENEEE S 1)
STRELLDOTH LD, HRAEREMEILThD
LHET 5 2 L3 TRV, KHEOWIT X - T
MLThote, ) voER UESET, BE, BUA,
HE%, ~—r AR EORERTBA 7Y —Fle - <
1xy rREM, 75V - /A< KEMHE, 79—V
Je - CarmyOREHLELBEAIRLE, IBE,
1953FE LI~ Y v DIEIREREHEA L OB X » T
[t DRZF R EFEA~ DAL F B & . Springer, de
Gruyter, Vahlen, Beck, Dunker & Humbolt, Ge-
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WA 2311193 i, WA 27,114 fhCh D, BEA T EIX
551,500 KA v - = 7, HEjIFE1,086,854 K1 v - <
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Al 2Y . —Fv
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AREDIZ, R, HEREOFMMEEM L Lo
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WOz ey 2 — L LCHIFREL, #1005 0KE,
3 FoHEM, 200 FDAv 7Ly bR, 15,000
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TRATR I STAT = —~FT v D LERART T -
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DHEWEINICEENLBIXTED, 1692 TTAY = —F
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XIB00EE TH D L\ b, LY P RFEIEAY = —
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D, AITIE16684E T 3FEBICKEMITE, 18184 iT
2—r .y A THRDPLADEBEZBAEBLTE T
%, BT D 4,200 S0k, BIEERT & ORISR
Rl TEY, BRTFTH,00050D 5 36,0005
WHDLDTH D I0TEEIITBEDOREMIEZ I,
BI0BFE LA TAUR R LA R D1 DREE I h
TW5b 2 EMTHAM THH I hic, REBHIKL0077
HMOREL <=2 27V 7 113,000/, ArER3C507 4%
BhbHEVS, FAFEHOMARGERE LRI LI961F
YOEN &It — T KA T RETHD, TORFL
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BIZISOLE Y —F R 7R L e b, OB ES
FREBTRIKRE Ll - THECE > T\ 5, Z2iX
19214E A B EEREL &\ > T, 19494 % TIREBE
T NTOHRIE BRI DD E L udis s
BRI A WAT 55T & LCTIREINEREETH D,
SE4 TeANAR S AERIE R & 72 - e DI IB0FELIETH B,
FORD OB L LT, 19504EL bR Y « —F VDY
2 A BB LB R O eI T IR
OMAFTE LTRELIDTH S,

LIk O£ RIEHHE O 7 HURZ R E R 463 3
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HCHRENIAY « —F v BERERY Z BRET X -
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5) WXIE,

6) YEEL, FEBERBEOHEHELIL LI O,
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= —m oy SRR EEEFEN

Ay OKE - #HHXEAME (Universitats und Stadts-

Bibliothek), = 4 R, /AW 2 —, A9 o —FvDi VL & 4 ©
ﬂﬁ[ﬂ%ﬁ@f%ﬁ’bh, :h%big‘%ﬁﬁ@%§®ﬁ:%%@ UE75vA, 4AF VXA, PE N1, AT =TV,
Wo—ZHREL b HABID, Fv— 7 DARERLBLT, TENLRE LI —

vy SOEFNE 2 DB B FE Lal~ehd, [ UHAH
FEEWHBENDLARTEH, TOEZOETOEEDOMHEE

£33 WMAFIREBME -

—iF E F R IEH—
b3 B % B & Al i F EE %

Bibliothéeque Nationale 1537 1480 France
Osterrichische Nationalbibliothek 1579 1526 Austria
Bodleian Library, Oxford University 1610 1602 U. K.
Det Kungeligebibliotek (Stockholm) 1661 1632-54 Sweden
British Museum Library 1662%1> 1753 U. K.
Cambridge University Library 1662 15th c. U. K.
Uppsala University Library 1692 1620 Sweden
Universitetsbiblioteket (Copenhagen) 1697 1482 Denmark
Det Kungeligebiblioteket (Denmark) 1697 1657-64 Denmark
University Library of Lund 1698 1671 Sweden
Die Preussische Staatsbibliothek®*2 1699 1659 Germany
Library of the University of Helsingfors 1707 1640 Finland
National Library of Scotland*® 1709 1682 U. K.
La Biblioteca Nationale, Madrid 1716 1712 Spain
Library of Trinity College, Dublin 1801 1591 U. K.
Oslo University Library 1815 (1882)*4 1811 Norway
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Florence 1848 1747 Italy
Statsbiblioteket i Arhus 1902 1902 Denmark
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Vittorio

Emanuele II, Rome 1910 1876 Italy
National Library of Wales 1911 1907 U. K.
Jyvaskyla Research Library 1912 1912 Finland
La Bibliothéque Nationale Suisse, Berne 1915 1895 Switzerland
Library of the Turuku University 1919 19225 Finland
Goteborgs Universitetsbibliotek 1921-49+® 1890 Sweden
Universitetshbiblioteket i Bergen 1948 1825 Norway
Research Library of Umea 1950 1948 Sweden
Univeristitsbibliothek der Freien

Universitit Berlin 1953 1951 Germany

() x1) 7 Royal Library ofEEETH 5,
%2) fWi4 Kaiserlich-konigliche Bibliothek D85 s L O RISZETH 5,
%3) HEwE LToAMKAIERINETH 52, fiid Edinburgh’s Faculty of Adovocate o igiE
¥ LORNEXET,
¥4) 1 Wk hcoindd, 2y ah3ZORIBETH D,
¥%5) 19224 KT HEE LICERTRT,
%6) ZOMREBEORMOIDDOMANSENTH Y, 1950FEURERL LS,
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