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Referee Systems of Japanese Medical and
Scientific Journals
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Shigeaki Yamazaki

Résumé

The processes by which Japanese medical and scientific journals select to publish research
papers submitted to them have been surveyed. In summer 1981, to one hundred and sixty four
Japanese journals which are indexed in Index Medicus andjor Science Citation Index were sent
questionnaires, which were dealt with these basic publication situations and policies; number
of circulation ; month from paper submission to publication; number of referees per paper;
anonymity or not of referees’ names; rewards of referees; and rejection rate of papers submit-
ted.

 The seventy one persent (117) were responded including usable information. Based on
those responses, the author analyzed those 117 journals, of which 72 of all journals were in the
medical science field, 12 in biological science, 14 in technological science, and 11 in agricultural
science. In those 117 journals analyzed, 113 journals had a referee system and 4 journals had
not yet.

Several results were summarized as follows; (1) the average rejection rate was 14.3%,
(2) the rejection rate of pure science journals were higher than the applied ones, (3) the
average time from submission to publication was 6.4 months, (4) the numbers of referees
per paper were 1.8, (5) the rewards were paid for referees in half the number of those
journals, (6) 87 percent of those journals responded adopted a blind refereeing system, while
only 8 percent carried out a double-blind refereeing system.
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Shigeaki Yamazaki, Teaching Assistant, Jikei University School of Medicine Library, Nishi-shinbashi,
Minato-ku, Tokyo
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T2, BETITEADLK-,TWD, EREEL, 4, 5,
8, 20z WX, WFNV— 7OEHEEE 10 iR
L, ZOMoBHMEAET 22 iz Lz,

FITERHC : PORERL RS IR AR & 0 /R R F TR EK
#RL, &L ICIXEREBREI/NE o7z, 4,000
LD FUTIEB S DHMEREAY, EFARIE TIE285 (R
H29%) CHBH, MPERSE T 23 (BRE10%) T
Lo\,

ISR RITHME RAFED /S 2~ 2R L TH
Y, MR 1T RTH S, SAREZLS
WMeleo T3, & ITHBGEIMMRIE TR TL
Aisl, PRIz TS, LGSR ROz Lz

YRRBICEEBEVTWAZ e 2Eb LT3,

ZRNDFREITE TOLHH  MRBZEOFRICHBE L
VEL D EZBER LT, &<, MRIRERT
BERAOBAN TV DRIEEE, FIEFEITHARA18.8 7 A
ThY, ISAREIV 277 A% ko Tz,

FEIPRE : fORRIE O R EL-E, SAREOK
245041.6H & 755> T3, Zhud, SRRz 300 A
URDFEBZBP L 2HELD Y, TORENRET
W3, LAaL, £EEADHRTD, 10EREOBEEY
Fob oA, sRZCEEESY, ICARNELVEE
RN BENIRER TV,

MYARAR  BRRm ORI A E I, MRRET
25.1%, IGHAFIEETI2.2% L, FIMRZEOFNEWAT
EERLTI, &<, fRREOREE30.1% L
WIOBWAEAR L5 TS,

Dbz ZedHde, MRREERTHE, B
HINRETH 22 BOURXARAELRL, FKTHM
ZHMEBELTRY, GEADEETOLRATVS,
ZLT EIIRXEZEA R B HRET 2 LT
3, —Fh, IBARERERBEOMEE, KWENEFEDL,
BT E R RRARBEL o T D,

Z O, SRR C SHBEEOEVGAIHEER DD R D
FTHBZEIZT B,

L7 ) —HTHRERREABL TV 20205
LT, SRR TR 5% OMERABEEL TV B
P, SRR TERD T ChHV46% 7T Th otz T
Dk 5z, FRREEDOED, LT 2V —hboREE
PR L, BEBROMIHLZERLCEY, L7 Y~
VAT ADEBEEKZIT> T D,

L7 2 ) —DNBSFIZOWTIE, FREED89% N
V7 2 )~ RREBNOPEEFELEZ T 225 [HHAR
ETIL62% &KL 7o T B, MXIRBDOREZ IRE

SR10  MORRRLEE & ISABIEE & O I8 L

e S A B

B4 No. | AGE | mos it FXEE | mOCE

1. RTHHE 2,200 1,623 1,768 5,596 1,903 4,225
4., BERIE 48 90 79 112 115 113
5. Z&»LHET (A) 6.3 8.8 8.2 6.0 6.1 6.1
8. F&EMM (B) 17.6 50.1 41.6 20.4 22.1 21.0
20. MXAEAER (%) 12.0 30.1 25.1 10.1 15.5 12.2
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ETHY, v7 ) —RBPEBLLTNEBSTBRDD
PBERNTH D, Bz, MRBZEOREEDHGH, £V
BIINTH 3,
I EFESEORH
1. BErARPE

FRABRRE 7D 5 b, EELFE 25 (BREL
62%) &, FLNARRLI-> T2, £2T, B
EABOLT .Y — L R2FLADMEY, FFAKBE4
DEHLOMBIZE - TERLTAD I LIZ LTS
BURIZL DL, BESFOFYML, MXFEOFGT
TEEA16,330 b v, BRFIED 4 FHFHD 2 £5L1
ErBVZY, T L THRXEESRECRIATEYE
BTI7.98TH B e tbhd, £DOMTE, WIRD
DEKRER V7 2 ) —ZEL2HERHILITHOI D
HER, BARELADBIVIE R ETH B, Lh
L, ZBE»OHTETCOHEE, v7 o) —OESH,
MYARARREDOEE S ZOWT, HERAERERL
HeTZeBNTELhot, 2% Y, BORGFVBBHETH
LELbRhD,

2. EREZF LERKEY

BRAID X 51z, BEIEBREF LEREZCDI LR
%, Thid, BESFEMBERZLICABZChY 21

RZEWSDTHD, EPFEEELBEKERE, E¥EHRE
OB TH D2, TOERENNLVRIZTZ2DDTH
%, Bz, BESFCOVWTIVFHIBRR T -0
2, BEERRTEEE EBER2TE, BRRGHECIDLIER
wH#EE L, BMEEL, 4, 5, 7, 8, 20iz2°\T
E12EE LTURLTS,

N MEIRER 2 D ODERN T — 4 Th DR
FTERH & WA SEUC O\ TUE, LB & EER O BB R
DFRRIE L ICARED 2 — b —H LT 5, OF
D, SRR TH 2 EBEFL, RITHBLEBRAL
BHLRTUNEKTHY, & L CEXC L DHRIIBEAN
MXEVDBBLIeoT2, LvL, ZELDLFETET
DN EE A BIERROFHEL, XDITHX
TRARGEL o THY, FRBELICHRETRED
Ntz — Lzt - T, Zhid, EBEZFEE
2EY, NHoEMZERT2EY - BEBEROREMY
I2bDTHY, WMXBEELEIMTV, BIZHEN
BREEZHTT2ZLNEFEIRLIAOTE L WEASD
o

BRBRR LZEBUMZOWTARD &, ERERR
EOBEMmANCE L CRBEEREE Motz L, b
7 2 ) —DABESFITEKRERE DD - 1o, EBERIE

UL R¥LHERPFL OVIE-E

T— F # E ¥ B/ OB %
mE No. T | A | Bk it AEE | Bk
1. RTHH 6,330 1,901 4,730 3,058 1,738 2,325
4. BRI 118 103 112 83 115 101
5. ZH»LHT (B) 6.1 6.3 6.2 5.9 7.5 6.8
8. ZEA&MM (H) 18.4 17.2 17.9 23.6 43.5 34.5
20. FRXTERAE (%) 10.4 18.1 13.3 9.9 20.9 15.8
H12k EBERIELERESR L OFBE
\ AL e FoS
\\SF b= = @ E ¥ B K E %
HR No. \\\\\\\ s BRICRE Hi FiE BCEE B
1. RITHH 2,448 1,633 1,938 8,208 2,130 6,317
4. BEERI 63.3 136.2 97.0 143.9 73.9 121.1
5. ZMA»6ET (A) 5.5 6.5 6.0 6.6 6.1 6.4
7. v7 =)~ 1.8 1.8 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9
8. FE&EHM (H) 14.7 15.2 14.9 20.4 19.0 19.9
20. FRXAERAR (%) 8.3 15.8 11.9 11.4 20.2 14.2
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V7 ) — 2B L ELRBREIREEDEH L L
TWBHD91% 5325, BIKRTIX46% LDeho-
720 THIE, HERREERE L, CRABESEV 2 -
E—BLTB, TOMIz, FEREREERR CHEAE
BERLb0n, mETAETDaII 2~y
VIZDOWTOEETH 72, PF Y, MNEELZT
BIEENLT ) —ZBRRRARIELD T L RER
RTIIITDDOMEETHRIIL TR Y, EEROT0RLLVD
Lo Tz, ¥REDORKHELERRTII81%
ML 7 2)—ZfEXTWDDz, EBERTIEZ9%T LM,
Bhote, 2D 517, BRRIERERL VDS, ATHE
DFEREEL DT, BEHF- V7 2V —-WEEDIR
22—V g YHERIZBERTVWB Z b7,
PULoEREE LD L, EEOWETH D EBREF
LERIREESE L &, FURREEE CRARED/$ 2 — U THA
A5 T20IEETCHA 5, B, MRRIEEG
AREORELANTFTH Y, EBRREERROB NS
PRI D Db H - 724, BEYBELATHH OBESIZ
REN LA LHEEYHETI2HI DT 25
LC&2 &, Lancet DFFEL Th 72 Fox!DH, EF
R R GARY, T L TERE V- b D TR
{, Thalf science] &IEA 722 & &, BLIGL T
BDTIEIRNIEA D D,
J. AXCARBRAEE
1. RXRERRELEZD VL O0DHRA
BRERTOTRAE (B13%) &, BEZFCL-THRD

BLDHL2EHETHA 5, RIXARAEL, —HeELF
Eh23dbDREFEL, =  ZHFBELEATHEHDIBE
EWZ &%, bIbIBRMIZH > T2, Flzid,
OREORFEFZMEL IR E LRED I hd, #
FRE Y ER & L KPEEFEMEO FERRAERL,
3.0% TLlhisholz, —h, bXEEAELTHHEM
HLEOHERZEIOL LEEAREIR VT BESF
DIRXARAEIIZLL. 3% LEL o Thiz, Fi, R
¥ (KT 2EEME O LG TRAEL, Lane & Kam-
merer'PHEE L7 Writer's guide to medical journals
NHEHT2 L47.1%i1278%, 5 LTH3 L EEMC
SENDHRAOREKEL, bAETCORBEEFHKRE L
EANEREHE, £ L TRONHENTEND LAWK
REEMED=ZEFEOMIZIE, BT 4 V4 —OFELE
LTWwWAL7 .Y —~v 27 A0EIZERNEEL T
20THs B2M), TOL5x—hzk  ZHEkL v
S BEANDDOFEFNDIEIC, HEBEEIZRT DEER
LEBRLERE:OEORIINEEL TS, ZOFE L
T, XX 1z»¥7- Lane & Kammerer Dz % &3
&, WMRREKT2EZHE 173 550 BRI RA
EAMEER LG - BROFAERX A2 &, 72
WA F H49.83%, 4 X 244.83%, I —0 » $35,.9%,
ZDOM27.0% L\ o BRI H DDA D,

LA L, #iliiakic 5 2 B3, Wb B pecking
order (2% & SR ER, LEE - EERERE
72RBENS LT TCHRIXARAL L ST 20 +5 Tk

I3k WXL HEA XK

relecionTate | g o | apy | B Ty | omoy |a | Ao | s
90—99
80—89 1
70—179 1 1
60—69
50—59 1 1 3 1 2
40—49 1 2 1 1
30—39 6 2 8 3 5
20—29 9 3 1 2 17 5 12
10—19 19 1 7 1 29 17 12
1—9 19 5 5 5 34 22 12
0 9 1 3 13 11 2
H 65 12 6 14 11 108 60 48
a3 B 13.3 18.5 45.8 11.4 6.2 14.3 10.2 19.4
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FoR WEHCIDED7 4 4% —DE

o, TRENDOEMBEEN D SOREIDE, DTV
BEZRLZZA L DRI D IV, KEEEMER, &
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TOBRRERLS - TBY, ZORMALDRITRAE
DIESEHRL THDBERD D,

Z LT, XbHiz Zuckerman & Merton'®I A X - %1
SR BRBREROM T, MNXARAEINRER- T
WBRZ EEBALAMZ LK ST, FHMOEC L B
24—V DERYEZDDEND D, WXARAENRAX
HEFETIEL, BRABRETREWZ 2R L
Zuckerman & Merton D#5H5%, Gordon i, 4 ¥
ADROFHFHEENR L LISRETHIHRIALL THY,

BELBAEEATHA S,

KEER, EFELHLE L-ARRESBFLNRE L
TEY, AX - HSBEER L OBIETERGD, @
NARARE MRRE L IGABE ORIz VTR
B EEBRRLIL,

2. SRR L ICHBEEL D DOBRA

508 Y, MNXARAROEWIRCIEH~NS &, ik
BFREEBVCARARERL, THESRCIFIERER
RARNEL o T D, ZOIEME, BEGHH, 2
ArbFRITETOHME, 1@wXbivory o) -
ANEEAMS Y L OBEYRET 570 BUREIE
R L7,

¥ 45.8% L\ O ECARAERT, o FzAkmE
18.5% & 759, MBI EIGCABEL VOBV RRAE
Thd, UTF, BEFE (18.3%), I% (11.4%), B¥
(6.2%) & 15> T\ B, BELEMEIMBBETHY,
HESLUBEYEUBEEOLSAMBEIE - & v 2 &
5, BRI ELLMAEVXWGHAMNETH B, TTI2
EEESFORM: (TH) THRE L7 & 5z half science
EIFENR2HDTHY, RS EhLWEE LD A
b, TR EBEBZIIGHETHY, BEOHNL VA
HOBETHA5,

Ebiz, TORMARAFRIZLDSSHOIEME, 8
WA, ZRHALHETETOHM, v7 9 —3 @
VEEPHESEDIEN B L TAaD L, mWEEETR
LTWBZ ebhots, 2% Y, SMBEREMER R
WEMSEIRY, ARNXARMAERAE <, IMREEE
T, HfTzcBEEZEL, I hvwr 7 ) —zdVE
BeblsHELEENTPhTVWAZLE R LTV
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ZhBHDERMD, Zuckerman & Merton 237k L7:
AX - HEFE L BRBEAC L DMXCRRAR S —

B4R RATERAREGH

T R . 2 b ST £

5 5 “\ (%) BEGHRIH %Oﬂﬁaﬁ(ﬂ) V7 =) 3| FEHME)

L o®m 2 45.8 46 10.2 1.5 81.3
°. & # 2 18.5 95 6.8 1.6 18.4
3. E 2 13.3 112 6.2 1.9 17.9
4 T £ 11.4 114 5.9 1.8 38.2
5. & o 6.2 122 5.6 2.0 17.5
IERZAEBIFRER CRtERSCANER I RIBAT) -1 1 —0.9 0.7
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& 1 EERERER

1 *HNERRE M

¥ 2:E4M ; B=Blind 4], DB=Double Blind 4i, O=2B4l

1-1 Index Medicus X b BIRUT-F L3k

. . 1_/7un Y ZEBBLT =Y ]
¥ M O & 5 %ﬁﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁ(ﬂ) —% ERHE HTER%

* 1 Acta Pathologica Japonica 1 3,050 10.0 2-3 B 8
* 2 Archivum Histologicum Japonicum " 550 8.0 1 B 13
3 Auris Nasus Larynx " 350 6.0 2 DB 6
* 4 Biken Journal " 1,300 6.0 2 B 15
* 5 Chemical Pharmaceutical Bulletin " 3,300 6.0 2 B 10
6 Cytologia ” 1,150 12.0 1-2 B 50
7 Folia Psychiatrica et Neurologica Japonica ” 800 4.0 2 B 30
8 Gann ” 8,185 7.0 2 B 34
9 Gastroenterologia Japonica u” 1,100 3.5 2 B 11
* 10 Industrial Health ” 1,000 4.5 2 B 20
11 Japanese Circulation Journal ” 7,500 8.0 3 B 15
12 Japanese Heart Journal " 2,000 9.0 3 B 70
13 Japanese Journal of Experimental Medicine ” 1,200 4.0 2 B 20
* 14 Japanese Journal of Pharmacology ” 2,150 9.5 2 B 23
* 15 Japanese Journal of Physiology ” 1,600 9.0 2 B 21
16 Japanese Journal of Surgery ” 1,500 6.0 2 B 27
17 Japanese Journal of Veterinary Research ” 650 2.0 2 B 0
* 18 Journal of Antibiotics ” 2,000 4.0 2 B 7
19 Journal of Biochemistry ” 2,600 5.0 2 B 24
20 Journal of Dermatology " 800 6.0 2 DB 7
21 Journal of Electron Microscopy ” 3,700 4.0 2 B 23
22 Jouenal of Human Ergology ” 500 6.0 1 B 20
* 23 Journal of Pharmacobio Dynamics ” 1,000 6.0 2 B 15
24 Journal of Radiation Research ” 1,200 4.0 2 B 6
25 National Institute of Animal Health Quarterly ” 1,400 7.0 2-3 B 2
26 Neurologia Medico-Chirurgica ” 3,370 9.0 2 DB 10
* 27 Microbiology and Immunology ” 1,600 6.0 2 B 25
* 28 Okajima Folia Anatomica Japonica ” 450 7.0 1 B 30




1-2 Index Medicus X b @R 7= FISCsE

ryr7=9 -
R R I L Py R [P o e
B & R ()| —#

1 R 5 1, 000 2.5

2 BEDOHDAR " 10, 000 4.0 1-2 B 44
3 B L4 " 1,000 3.0 2 0 10
4 BERAETEAKIY ” 600 2.0 2 0 0
5 Japanese Journal of Antibiotics " 2,000 3.0 1 DB 8
6 KRB " 2,000 6.0 2 B 30
7 ABUR{REMGE " 1,200 6.0 2 B 8
8 Journal of Toxicological Sciences ” 1,500 3.0 1-2 B 1
9 fREIEEMGE " 2,200  10.0 2 B —
10 #EZ " 2,900 6.5 2 B 4
11 FRYERHERE ” 2,600 5.5 1 B 5
12 5% " 3,500 3.0 2 B 0
13 RBRFESHGE 4 1,500 2.5

14 PR ETEER £l 4,000 14.0 4 B 10
15 MEfstet " 3,000 6.0 2 0 10
16  JRBE: " 4,500 8.0
* 17 HARMEEFEHE 7 2,500 9.0 2 B 3
18 BAmMBEEAE u 6,600 6.0 1 B 0
19 BAMRERE ” 1,000 3.0 2 B 10
* 20 HAFEGESME ” 1,000 3.0 3 e) 0
21 HBARRERIFESHE " 5,200 8.0 2 DB 10
22 HAWRBHFESHE u 3,650 6.0 1-2 B 0
23 HABEXBSHRFESHE u 4,000 8.0 2 DB 10
24 HAEMSH#E & 102,000 3.0

25 HAEARERESEH 5 7,000 6.0 2 B 2
26 HABRER2EHMEE u 4,700 7.0 2 B 10
27 HAMBESHE u 2,300 8.5 2 B 10
28 HAMRTIBIESME u 6,000 7.0 2 B 2
29 HARGWHFSHIE " 4,000 6.0 1 B 4
30 HANPISESHE " 22, 200 8.0 1-2 B 30
31 HALWESMEE " 700 3.0 1 B 0
32 HAEFEERZSME " 4,000 7.0 1 B 3
* 33 HAMBEFME " 3,465 2.3 2 B 14
34 HAEREARIESHE " 16, 200 6.0 3 B 0
35 HABMIBIFESHE " 10, 300 8.0 3 B 0
* 36 HAETEME " 3,300 4.0 1 B
* 37 HARIEEEMEE u 3,500 7.0 1 DB 2
38 MRS E u 4,000  11. 2 B 15
39 ik iR u 4,000 6.0 2 B 35
40 Radioisotopes " 4,500 4.0 2 B 15
41 FRIRESHR " 4,500  12.0 1-2 0 20
42 FRIRME ” 3,300 7.5 2 B 5
43 FRIRhEE ” 4,000 6.5 2 B 18
* 44 PEEER ” 3,650 6.0 2 B 20
45 FEMERERERE ” 5,500 6.0 2 B 50
* 46 HPIETFEME " 1,100 2 0 5
* A7 DIERERS ” 5,000 12.0 2 DB 15
* 48 AR ” 1,500 4.0 2 DB 0
* 49 FREFMESE " 3,400 6.0 2 B 10
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1-3 Science Citation Index X »ZIRU 7Bk Tk

vy7=z -
oW M E 4 W mmma 2 7= e g
5 517 (A)|— &

1 Acta Histochemica et Cytochemica H 1,600 2.0 1 B 3
2 Acta Medica Okayama ” 620 6.0 1 B 6
3 Agricultural and Biological Chemistry " 3,400 5.0 2 B 8
4 Annals of the Institute of Statistical Mathematics 650 12.0 2 B 50
5 Annotationes Zoologicae Japonenses 7 750 7.0 1 B 8
6 Applied Entomology and Zoology ” 1,800 9.0 1 B 2
7 Bulletin of the Japan Society of Precision " 1,250 10.0 2 B 5

Engineering
8 Bulletin of the Japan Society of Mechanical ” 1,000 8.0 2 B 0

Engineers
9 Botanical Magazine ” 2,500 8.0 2 B 20
10 Cell Structure and Function " 1,200 6.0 2 B 20
11 Development Growth and Differentiation ” 1,200 4.0 2 B 35
12 Hiroshima Journal of Medical Sciences I 400 3.0
13 Journal of Fermentation Technology H 3,100 6.0 1 B 14
14 Journal of the Mathematical Society of Japan ” 5,400 20.0 1 B 42
15 Journal of Nuclear Science and Technology ” 2,000 3.0 2-3 B 10
16 Nagoya Mathematical Journal ” 1,150 24.0 1 B 80
17 Plant and Cell Physiology ” 2,500 5.0 2 B 30
18 Polymer Journal " 1, 300 6.0 2 B 17
19 Publications of the Astronomical Society of Japan «~ 950 8.0 2 B 10
20 Review of Physical Chemistry of Japan ” 800 4.0 1-2 B
21 Science Reports of the Research Institutes Tohoku 4 1,200 1.5

Univercity, series A : Physics Chemistry and Metallurgy
22 Transactions of the Japan Institute of Metals <] 1, 300 5.5 1-3 B 10
23 Tohoku Journal of Experimental Medicine ” 800 10.0 2 B 20

1-4 Science Citation Index X bR -1k

vz=" 2 AL A 1
=4 M OE A ::“% TR 0| " | B TS
1 BARKEFREE H 4,400 5.0 1 B 1
2 BERMAETHESA WHE - #E) ” 1,500 4.0 2 B 0
3 BERItFER IOTEYHEF ” 4,000 6.0 2 B 27
4 MRS ” 3,100 6.0 1 B 8
5 HEEZ(LEEGE " 9,900 5.0 2 B 21
6 BEE&BEFEHE ” 4,000 5.5 1 B 8
7 kRl " 1,000 6.0 2 B 18
8 HAARMIFEFRSH " 2,800 7.0 2 B 8
9 HERBEEZESHE " 2,000 6.0 2 B 3
10 BHEARLER & " 5,900 5.0 2 B 5
11 BFCHBHERERE " 2,300 6.0 1 B 2
12 FREFEHE " 1,213 4.5 2 B 20
13 BARE¥siRE " 2,350  10.0 2 B 3
14 BRIEZHE " 2,100 4.5 2 B 16
15 REsEMEE " 1,400 9.0 1 B 7
16 ZHas ” 1,000 6.0 2 B 0
17 BoFamscsE ” 1, 800 6.0 1 B 18




