Library and Information Science No. 25 1987

BAOEREZFHMHZE ORIRK

Some Problems of Medical Journals in Japan

£ B & - N % R F

Shuichi Ueda Tamiko Matsumura

f& | 5 Z
Nobuyuki Midorikawa

Résume

There are about 1,000 medical journals published in Japan. The total number of articles
published by these journals is estimated to be about 59,000 by a mail survey of Japanese medi-
cal journal editors, and 9,000 articles are appeared in foreign medical journals. From the survey,
four major problems can be identified: (1) More than 60% of articles published by Japanese
medical journals are written by Japanse language, (2) The average rate of rejection in the
Japanese journals is very low, (3) As the route of circulation is not open, so foreign researchers
cannot access most of Japanese medical journals, (4) Only a few journals are edited by the
professional editors.

As the most of Japanese medical journals have not foreign authors and readers, so these
journals are merely domestic medical communication media. Japanese medical journals that
circulated among foreign researchers are estimated only 60 titles. It is a undeniable fact that
numbers of manuscripts reported the results of current research by Japanese researcher would
be submitted to foreign medical journals.
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