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After acquiring a collection of books and
materials, a library’s greatest responsibility is to
organize and make available the materials contained
in its collection. Without such organization and
availability the library collection is not usable,
and the library is nothing more than a storage
house. The door that opens the way to the
library’s holdings is the catalog. It follows, then,
that the catalog is the most important part of a
library, and the construction and administration
of the catalog is the most critical of all library
procedures.

Not only is this true at present, but each year
it becomes increasingly so. Each year the number
of works published is multiplied, and each year
research demands more and more information,
The
burden of this increased acquisition and search

with easier and faster ways of getting at it.

for information falls on the catalogs, and the
problem must be met by them whether they are
card catalogs or book-form, printed indexes, or
automation.

Because cataloging is of such crucial importance
in this present era of heavy research and publica-
tion, the library schools are called upon to give
more attention to this subject than ever before.
Courses required of all students must cover both
theory and practice making sure that sufficient
A thorough

knowledge of basic cataloging procedures is a

emphasis is given to the Ilatter.
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necessity for understanding theory and this can
be gained only from experiencing the actual
cataloging of books, periodicals, and special types
of materials. Library schools, after having been
through a period when little or no actual practice
was required, have now learned that practice is
necessary and are adjusting their curricula in that
direction.

At the Graduate Library School, University of
Chicago, cataloging and classification are included
in four of the basic courses required of all
students. The first of these courses covers intro-
ductory and general material and the next three
are concerned with subject areas, one with the
Social Sciences, another with the Natural Sciences,
Books and
other materials in each area are cataloged and

and still another with the Humanities.

classified in their appropriate contexts.

Since it is not only unwise, but practically
impossible to separate cataloging information
from what is generally termed reference or bibli-
ography, these functions are all combined within
the four courses. These functions are not pre-
sented separately in the courses or divided into
units, but are treated as the one integrated pro-
cess that they ought to be. In other words,
never is a separate section of a course set aside
for cataloging, another for reference, and so on.
Some specific examples of the sequence followed

in teaching these courses might help to explain
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the method pursued at Chicago.

Description of Beginning Course

The beginning course opens with the study of
some of the great catalogs of the world, such as
those of the British Museum, the Library of
Congress, and the Bibliothéque Nationale. Instruc-
tion in the use of these catalogs would of necessity
lead to consideration of the general problem of
entry and entry form, and to a discussion of the
importance of entries. In this connection the
basic rules for author entry arise and also the
As

soon as this point is reached, the need arises to

rules for the form of names used for entries.

present some of the basic tools used for both the
verification of choice of entry and the establishing
of the entry form. In this connection the Library
of Congress catalogs are studied in detail, also
such bibliographies as the Cumulative Book Index,
the British National Bibliography, and the Standard
Catalog Series. An examination of the Library of
Congress catalogs of course opens up the matter
of the form of catalog card and the information
that is recorded on it. This leads to the study of
the Rules for Descriptive Cataloging and Library of
Congress printed cards.

At this point the student is ready to begin
cataloging simple books as well as doing what
which

verification of bibliographical

might be termed ¢reference questions”
deal with the
information.

Regular supervised work periods are scheduled
as a required part of this course. During these
periods the students catalog books and do the
required research to answer reference questions.
The resources of the entire University Library
are of course at the disposal of the students.
These laboratory periods require twice the time
used for the regular class meetings.

At this point in the course, biographical works
are studied, such as the Dictionary of National
Biogrvaphy, the Dictionary of American Biography,
Current Biography, the Biography Index, and the
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numerous “ Who’s Who” publications in various
countries and professions. Such works have equal
interest for the reference librarian and the cata-
loger. Reference librarians as much as catalogers,
are faced with the problems caused when an
author’s works are issued under more than one
name. The question of what name should be
used as entry form concerns every librarian as
every user of the catalog, and in this connection,
whether considered from the reference or cata-
loging rules for works issued under pseudonyms
or anonymously, under changed names containing
prefixes. Books presenting such problems are
cataloged by the students and they have practice
in searching related reference questions.
Approximately at this point in the course the
general subject of classification is introduced.
Attention is paid to the contrast between the
classification of knowledge and the classification
of books, also to different types of classifications
While a

survey is made of all the classification schemes

and different classification schemes.
most used throughout the world, only two schemes
are used for actual practice, namely: Dewey’s
Decimal Classification and the Library of Congress
Classification. These schemes are used side by
In the

practice sessions, books are always classified by

side throughout all the required courses.

both schemes and book numbers are assigned
based upon the Cutter tables.

The works most relied upon for summaries of
the different schemes are W.C.B. Sayers, A Manual
of Classification, and W. H. Philips, A Primer of
Book Classification.

When the subject of classfication is introduced
into the course, the compilation and use of the
shelf list is taught.
time to teach the formation and use of the classi-
fied catalog. The students will already be acquaint-

This is also an appropriate

ed with examples of this type of catalog in the
Standard Catalog Series and in the British National
Bibliography although more emphasis is put on
that type of classified catalog which enters a work
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under as many subjects (classification numbers) as
the work treats. The necessity of a good alpha-
betical index as concomitant to a classified catalog
is stressed, using as an example the index volume
of the 16th edition of Dewey’s scheme.

As a further example of the teaching procedures
used in this course, next will be mentioned the
study of periodical and serial publications, their
use as reference sources and the cataloging pro-
This
subject might be introduced by giving attention

cedures which such publications require.

to the best known periodicals in the field of
librarianship, the general characteristics of their
contents, what types of articles they offer, how
they are classified, and where they are indexed,
or the subject might be introduced through the
serial publications which came up previously such
as the Cumulative Book Index, Current Biography,
or Index. The study or use of any of these
publications would lead immediately to the proce-
dure of entering periodicals or serials in the
catalog. The rules for main entry under title
would be studied, the hanging-indention form of
card, and the principle of open entry. Also, the
choice of entry for the various types of serial
publications, how main entries are chosen for
The

students would, of course, have practice in making

newspapers, directories, yearbooks, etc.
sets of catalog cards for periodicals, newspapers,
and other serials. The study of periodicals would
in turn lead to the use of periodical indexes such
as Readers’ Guide, Library Litervature, New York
Times Index, and bibliographies and directories of
periodicals such as the Unwion List of Serials, New
Serial Titles, and Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory. In
connection with newspapers, Ayer’s Divectory of
Newspapers and Periodicals would be studied as
well as the historical bibliographies of American
newspapers. Classification and subject cataloging
of these publications would of course be included
as well as practical exercises in using all these
publications for the information they contain.

Similar examples could be outlined for the
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method of studying other types of materials
covered in this course. Cataloging, classification,
and reference or information searching are prac-
ticed in like manner with encyclopedias and dictio-
naries, for instance, which bring up the procedures
for treating sets, editions, revisions, and editors,
The same could be said for almanacs and all
general reference works such as The Statesman’s
Yearbook, Facts on File, other fact books,

books on holidays, to mention but a few.

and

By the end of this introductory course the
student should be equipped through both study
and practice to use catalogs and general reference
books intelligently, and to do simple cataloging,

classification, and reference work.

Description of Subsequent Courses Divided
by Subject

The same methods as those described for the
the

Instruction in each

introductory course are used throughout
subject courses which follow.
of these courses is carried entirely by one faculty
member, a person who has specialized in the
appropriate subject area. It is believed that a
course for which one faculty member is solely
responsible will be conducted in a more unified
way than it would be if it were divided into units
After all, one of the

chief aims of these integrated courses is to present

taught by different people.

the various functions of cataloging, classification
and reference as a single process for the purpose
of bibliographic control. In a sense, book selection
enters also into the process of bibliographic control,
and in all these courses attention is given to the
bibliographies and book reviewing media which
are commonly used for this purpose in the various

subjects.
Social Sciences

The course in the Social Sciences covers the

areas of History, Political Science, Economics,

Statistics, Geography, Anthropology, Sociology,

and Psychology, and Education. These areas



B & % % ¥

present their own problems in cataloging and
classification, some of them peculiar to this field.
Especially in History, Geography, and Political
Science, government publications are very numer-
ous so one of the first and important areas of
study is the corporate entry and the whole matter
of the Anglo-American theory of corporate author.
The form of entry used for the various govern-
ments and govermental agencies with their com-
plicated subdivisions come up frequently in the
subjects covered in this course. The largest
single section of the ALA Cataloging Rules jor
Author and Title Entry is the section covering the
entry of corporate bodies and most of these rules
apply to materials in the area of the Social
Sciences. This is but one indication of the com-
plexity of the field. During the past ten to
twenty years the organization of governments has
become increasingly complicated and at the same
time corporate and governmental publications have
proliferated at a startling rate.

Another characteristic of this field affecting its
cataloging and classification problems is the com-
parative recency of its literature. Sociology is a
latecomer among the academic disciplines as is
Psychology, and Geography and Anthropology are
constantly changing fields.

In the course on the Social Sciences there is the
same interchange among cataloging, classification,
and reference as in the introductory course already
described. Bibliographies, indexes, yearbooks, and
other publications are cataloged, analyzed, and
used as sources for information searching.

One of the problems in the organization of
materials issued by societies, institutions, govern-
ment agencies, or firms is the choice of main
entry when both a personal and a corporate name
appear on the publication as responsible parties.
The students catalog examples of these publica-
tions as they arise through the study of the
literature of the Social Sciences, including works
written by officials of organizations such as the

jnaugural addresses of Presidents of the United

States, or the annual report of the Director of
Libraries of the University of Chicago, also works
written by individuals at the request of an organi-
zation such as soil survey reports made by indi-
viduals to the Soil Conservation Service of the
United States Department of Agriculture and
issued by it. There must be practice in choosing
the main entry for these and similar publications.
Then, there must be practice in devising correct
entry forms for subordinate bureaus, offices, divi-
sions, and boards within governments, as well as
for embassies, delegations, commissions, and
courts.

The growth of international organizations has
been heavy in recent years, and with this has
come an increased complexity of entry problems
in addition to the treaties, international congresses,
and laws which have been continuing problems
throughout the years. Unesco has initiated great
bibliographical activity which has bulked quite
It has
issued bibliographies and encouraged other agencies
All of these things have made

in the area

large in the field of the Social Sciences.

to do likewise.
themselves felt of Dbibliographic
control.

The study of classification in the Social Sciences
course requires the student to have practice in
classifying materials in both the Dewey and the
Library of Congress schemes. Other classifications
are surveyed, but not actually used, such as
Bliss’s scheme and special schemes for certain
subjects such as Glidden’s classification for Public
of the

American Geographical' Society of New York,

Administration, the map classification

Harvard’s Business classification, and Kyle’s
scheme for Unesco’s International Bibliography of

the Social Sciences.

Sciences

Another of the required courses organized on
the same general plan is the course in the sci-
ences. The subject areas included in this course

are General Science, Mathematics, Physics, Chem-
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istry, Earth Sciences, Biological Sciences, Medicine,
As in the other

courses of the sequence, organization, reference,

Engineering, and Agriculture.

and book selection are the functions around which
the course is built—in this case, of course, as
Emphasis is
in the

they apply to science libraries.
placed on the importance of currency
literature of the sciences and the problems caused
by obsolescence.

In this course considerably more attention is
given to classification and subject cataloging than
to descriptive cataloging since it is in the former
areas that the chief problems in the scientific field
It is true that

literature much of the publication is carriad on

lie. in scientific and technical
by societies, research institutes, and government
agencies so that the problems of corporate entry
are much in evidence in scientific writings, but
the most pressing problems lie in subject access
through indexing and classification. In connection
with these last named problems, special attention
is given to various classification schemes, with
actual practice restricted to the Dewey and Library
of Congress schemes, and to the access provided
in the most used bibliographies and indexes, for
example, Index Medicus, Chemical Abstracts, Engi-
Applied Science

Index, Nuclear Science Abstracts, and the various

neering Index, and Technology

Unesco bibliographies, to name a few.

Humanities

The remaining course in this series of four
required courses is the one covering the area of
The subjects included are Phi-
Art,

the Humanities.

losophy, Religion, Language, Music, and
Literature.

The bibliographical problems presented by the
subject of Philosophy lie mostly in the area of
classification. Because of the difficulty in defining
the limits of this subject, classification schemes
vary in their treatment, especially of fringe sub-
jects such as occult sciences, certain psychological

aspects, as found in parapsychology, social usages
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on which ethics have a bearing, and metaphysics.
Students are given practice in classifying books in
both the Dewey and the Library of Congress
systems especially with the purpose of comparing
the different treatments of this subjects in the
two schemes. Relatively little time is spent on
cataloging in this area since the field presents no
unusual or characteristic cataloging problems.
The field of Religion, on the other hand, in-
volves numerous cataloging problems. Study in
this area is begun with the various sacred writings
which form the basis of the subject, and with the
proliferated bibliographical apparatus which has
grown up around them. Thus, from the start the
student is faced with the problem of entry for a
work having no known author, issued under
different titles, in different languages, and in
different versions. The students study the rules
of entry for these so-called anonymous classics, the
rules for entering various forms of a work, differ-
ent sorts of excerpts, adaptations, and translations*
The same methods of instruction are used as
those described for the initial course. The work
around which the largest body of literature has
grown is the Bible, and the entry rules in connec-
tion with it are rather numerous. These rules
are studied, not only with the purpose of equip-
ping the student to use catalogs and bibliographies
relating to the Bible and to catalog collections of
Bibles, but also to show a scheme of organization
which might be used as a pattern for cataloging
other works of similar bibliographical history.
Practice is given in cataloging various versions of
the Bible, free translations, excerpts, and abbrevi-
ated editions. This cataloging not only gives
practice in the application of these rules, but it
provides a framework for learning something
about the different versions, information which
the reference librarian must know as well as the
cataloger. So it is throughout. The Tal/mud, the
Vedas, and the Koran, all fall into this class.
After studying the writings, themselves, the

students move on to works based on these writ-
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ings such as commentaries and concordances.
The question is raised as to how to find in the cata-
log a concordance for a particular version, which
brings up not only the rule for the main entry of
concordances, but also provides exercise in the use
of the wuniform entry as a subject heading. In
addition to those points, it seems obvious to
mention that the student should, in the course of
this process get to know the concordances.

The area of religion is involved with many
The entry form for names
There is the

cataloging problems.
is one of the more complicated ones.
entry of Bible characters whose names appear
different versions; the names of saints with the
question of whether the Latin or English form
should be used; the names of popes and whether
they shduld be entered under family name or
Latin pontifical name, with the added complication
that some popes have been saints, some have been
kings, and others have been both; and the changed
names of people in religious orders.

With the sacred writings of the east names
becomes even more difficult, partly although not
entirely because of the lack of consistency in
transliteration from one alphabet to another.
Practice in the use of names of all kinds is given
through entries in both descriptive -and subject
cataloging and through the use of books and
indexes in performing reference and information
work. Other reference practice makes the students
acquainted with Bible dictionaries, atlases, con-
cordances, quotation books, and bibliographies.

The classification of Religion is studied and
compared in both the Dewey and the Library of
Congress schemes. While other schemes, such as
that of the Union Theological Seminary, may be
given some attention, students are given actual
It is
while classifying in this subject area that the

practice only in the two former schemes.

students first face problems in connection with
book numbers. Such problems arise most fre-
quently in the Humanities since it is in this area

that one finds the same works published under
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different titles, in different versions and numerous
editions, with their commentaries, concordances.
and criticisms, all of which need to be shelved
together. Thus, at this point students are intro-
duced to some of the special schemes such as
those described in Bertha Barden’s Book Numbers,
and are given practice in putting them to use.
Publication in the field of Religion embraces
much more than the religious classics and the
works that have grown up around them. It
of

churches, theology, ritual, church administration,

includes also the history religious sects,

welfare work, missions, etc. Many of the publica-
tions in these areas call for entry under the name
of the issuing church or organization. Therefore,
in order to catalog these works or even to look
them up in the catalog the students must become
acquainted with that section of the ALA Cataloging
Rules for Author and Title
« Religious Societies and Institutions,” the size of

Entries entitled

the section bearing witness to the large number
of corporate authors found in Religion. The year-
books of the various denominations are cataloged,
offering practice in the use of corporate authors
as well as in the treatment of serial publications,
and they are, at the same time, used as sources
of

statistical information about the denominations.

information for questions on current and

Practice is also given in the entry of works issued
by individual churches, thus pointing up once
more the difference in principle of entry between
societies and institutions.

Periodicals are numerous in the Religion field,
and attention is given them both for practice in
cataloging and as useful for answering reference
questions searched through the periodical indexes
such as the Catholic Periodical Index and that
issued by the American Theological Library Asso-
ciation.

Some of the so-called form subheadings that
came up in the Social Sciences such as Treaties,
etc., the students find again in the official headings
of the Catholic Church, with some added special
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ones as Liturgy and Ritual. Also, the pattern
used for the official entries for kings and heads
of governments reappear in the official entries for
popes.

The next subject included in the Humanities is
that of Music.

are studied first as a source for terminology and

The dictionaries and encyclopedias

general information, beginning with Grove’s Diction-
ary of Music and Musicians, Thompson’s Inter-
national Cyclopedia, and the Harvard Dictionary of
Music. Then attention is given to the indexes,
such as the Music Index, and Sears’ and other
song indexes, and to the specialized dictionaries
which are so heavily used for information requests
such as Barlow’s several dictionaries of themes’
and the many biographical works including the
useful ASCAP Biographical Dictionary.

Among the most popularly circulated of the
materials in music libraries now are phonograph
recordings. Reference questions about them are
numerous, especially the identification of record-
ings and judgments about their quality ; therefore,
the record guides and the indexes to record reviews
are important publications for the students to
know and to have practice in using.

Problems of main entry in music and recordings
present little that would at this point be new to
the student—only the entries for librettos, inci-
dental music, and thematic catalogs would be
entirely new. The descriptive cataloging of music
scores and records, however, is quite another
thing. The matter of conventional titles, not to
mention other items required in a music catalog,
is too broad a subject to be included in this
course, and is treated in another, more advanced
course in the cataloging of special materials.

The music field offers a certain amount of
practice with corporate entries, mostly as they
occur in the publications of symphony or other
music societies, program notes of orchestras, and
the official music of churches. In the latter cate-
gory the student gets further practice ‘in the use

of form subheadings as, “ Catholic Church. Liturgy
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and ritual. Hymnary.”
The area of music classification presents some
At

least in American libraries, whenever either the

practical problems not found in other areas.

Dewey or the Library of Congress system proves
unusable, a problem is automatically created since
all bibliographic aids are aimed toward those
schemes, and to be forced to use another one in
the general library causes an unwelcome expendi-
When Melvil Dewey

devised his classification, music scores and record-

ture of time and effort.

ings were not considered library materials, so no
provision was made for them. In recent editions
of the scheme there have been attempts to remedy
this situation, but without too much success, for
the obvious reason that there is no sufficient
room in the 780°s to cover music in addition to
it. Probably the only

way to use the Dewey scheme satisfactorily is to

all the literature about

prefix a symbol (such as M) to the numbers when
they are used for music scores. There are many
internal differences between the Dewey and the
Library of Congress schemes in the classification
of music and comparisons are made by the stu-
dents. A number of music libraries use special
schemes and these are noted, but there is no
actual practice with them.

In Art the same general procedure is followed.
Students are required to gain knowledge of the
in the field.

Practice in both cataloging and reference is then

major bibliographical publications

organized around these works in order both to
increase acquaintance with the books themselves
and to develop the student’s ability in performing
cataloging and reference procedures. This core of
works would include dictionaries and encyclopedias
such as Adeline’s Art Dictionary and Thieme and
Backer’s Allgemeines Lexikon der bildenden Kiinst-
ler; bibliographies and indexes as the Art Index,
Ellis’s various indexes to illustrations, Munro’s
Costume Index, the UNESCO Catalog of Colour
Reproductions of Paintings, and Mallett’s Index of

Artists; directories such as the American Art
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Directory, Mastai’s Classified Directory of American
Art and Antigue Dealers; and other serials besides
those mentioned above, including the American
Art Annual and the Writers' and Artists’ Yearbook.

Cataloging in the field of Art must deal with a
few new types of “author situations” affecting
the choice of main and subject entries. There are
the books of art reproductions with or without
text, engravings which reproduce the work of
another artist, and the book in which the artist
and author collaborate to make a unified work.
Also, there are the books of illustrations published
separately from the text, such as Rockwell Kent’s
illustrations for Shakespeare.

The collation on catalog cards perhaps assumes
more importance in this area than in others, for
art books frequently require more than the usual
information. Thus attention is given to methods
fog indicating types and number of illustrations,
colored, folded,

mounted, in pocket, or in portfolio, etc.

and whether illustrations are

Practice with classification and subject catalog-
ing is based almost wholly on the Dewey and the
Library of Congress schemes and the Library of
In the Art field per-

haps more than in other areas of the Humanities

Congress subject headings.

an almost insurmountable difficulty is caused in
practical classifying because of the close connec-
tion between certain aspects of art and other
subject fields, especially technology. For example,
a book on pottery glazes may be as applicable to
machine-made pottery as to that which is hand
turned, so, one point of view would classify it in
Dewey’s 600’s and the Library of Congress’s T,
while the other, in the 700’s and N. Instances
similar to this example would indeed be numerous,
not only between many art subjects and techno-
logy, but also between Architecture and City
Planning, Architecture and Engineering, and be-
tween Art and Religion in various areas sucn as
Symbolism, Architecture, Furniture, and Costume.
These conflicts were referred to above as insur-

mountable because they seem to be inherent in
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the subject, at least in the literature of the sub-
ject, and perhaps not permissive of a usable solu-
Such

situations are called to the attention of the

tion from the viewpoint of classification.

students and are emphasized by giving them
practice classifying in both Dewey and the Library
of Congress a number of works which involve
such difficulties, and also by comparing Art classi-
fication in the two schemes.

While vertical files are used in all types of
libraries for pamphlets, pictures, and clippings, yet
it is in Art libraries that such files have their
The

picture file for reference purposes in Art can

most prominent place. importance of a

hardly be overestimated, and in recent years
pictures have become part of a library’s circulat-
ing material as well. Therefore, it is in connec-
tion with Art that the organization and use of
various kinds of vertical files is studied. Attention
is also given to special schemes for classified
picture files as used in large art and museum
libraries where the librarian needs to be able to
go directly to an illustration of a certain detail of
a certain building or painting.

The introduction of audio-visual materials in the
library was initiated through the Art and Music
departments. Phonograph recordings came through
Music; in Art it was natural that slides should
that filmstrips should follow
The cataloging

follow pictures,
slides, and on to motion pictures.
and classification of these materials, together with
microfilms, is not covered in the required courses,
but in an elective course on the cataloging of
special materials.

The remaining areas in the Humanities, namely,
Language and Literature, are treated together in
this course. These two fields are, of course, kept
together in the Library of Congress classification
although widely separated by Dewey. The same
method of instruction is used as in other areas.
the

and disadvantages in both

Comparative classification is weighed for
general advantages

arrangements. There is also practice in detailed
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classification, especially for authors such as Shake-
speare about whom the literature is so prolific
that it is necessary to delve into special schemes
of book numbers. Bibliographical works figure
prominently in all of the several subject divisions
involved here, namely, Philology, General Literature,
Poetry, Drama, and Fiction. Dictionaries are of
course the most numerous publications in the first
group, etymological and slang dictionaries, diction-
aries of synonyms, and dictionaries of American-
isms, to mention but a few.

In Poetry the works most used in the general
library are books of quotations and indexes to
poetry in collections so the students are given
practice working with such publications as
Granger’s Index to Poetry, An Index to Children’s
Poetry, and the many collections of quotations by
Bartlett, Hoyt, Stevenson, and others.

Under the subject of Drama, collections of plays
are brought to the early attention of the student.
These provide an opportunity for the study of
contents notes on catalog cards, their proper form,
and, what is much more difficult, the decision as
to which books require such notes. In Drama, as
in Poetry, there are numerous indexes to plays in
collections such as the Play Index, the Index to
Childvew’s Plays, and the Index to the Best Plays
Series. As a student works with these indexes
from a reference point of view, he learns also
how to make analytical entries for the catalog.
Furthermore, he gives consideration to the diffi-
cult problems involved in formulating and ad-
ministering policies for the wuse of analytical
entries within a library system. Even when
working with but a single publication, the student
often meets varied problems. For instance, Burns
Mantle’s Best Plays offers problems in the choice
of main entry, practice in the cataloging of
serials, in the making of contents notes, and in
author and title analytical entries, as well as
giving experience in making decisions as to when
—or whether—analytics should be made.

In the Fiction area most of the same problems
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appear, especially with collections of short stories
and their indexes. In addition, there is practice
in the treatment of sequels for the catalog as well
Works on

historical, vocational, or other specialized types of

as the use of bibliographies of sequels.

fiction call for an acquaintance with the use of
form headings as subjects as well as special
bibliographies for fiction of various types, with
compilations of digests and summaries of plots
offering further similar practice. The area of
Literature also involves the wuse of numerous
pseudonyms and uniform entries for anonymous
classics. These are problems which have arisen
earlier in the course, but more practice is needed,
and this area provides a reasonable setting.

The essentials of the method thus far explained
might be worked out in various ways according
The really

important point is that library education in these

to local conditions and publications.

days needs more than ever to give training in the
practical procedures of bibliographical techniques.

Libraries are undoubtedly on the threshold of
adopting new types of catalogs, whether machine-
printed or electronic, and a thorough knowledge
of traditional cataloging is an essential background
for the wise planning of radically new systems of
cataloging and indexing. Library schools are
charged these days with a much greater responsi-
bility than ever before to train students in the
actual day by day practice of cataloging not only
books, but periodicals, pamphlets, reports, and all
audio-visual materials. Students do not learn to
catalog by reading about it or being lectured
about it. Every experienced cataloging instructor
will attest to this and so will every library school
student who has subjected to the exclusively
lecture method. Librarianship, like most other
professions, does have techniques, and these tech-
niques must be mastered or the librarian is no more
e.-pert in organizing libraries and making informa-
tion available than anyone else in scholarly
pursuits.

Library systems are becoming so large and
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complex that the most pressing problem now
facing the library administrator is planning the
design of systems in order to achieve most effec-
tively the purposes of the library. Ranking high,
if not highest,
course the organization and retrieval of informa-
tion, thus much of the most advanced library

thinking is being directed toward improvement in

among these purposes are of

these areas. Since catalogs are the tools through
which information is retrieved, great emphasis
must be placed upon the study of cataloging.
The same may be said also of classification since
it is probably through such schemes that the
most precise subject approach to information may
be had.

In the planning of library systems automation
is now one of the possible resources to be con-
sidered. Because library school graduates must be
informed of new trends and because the ability to
design library systems is of such primary impor-
tance, the Graduate Library School has recently
added two courses to its required curriculum.
These courses provide a sequence in Library

Systems Planning. The analysis and evaluation
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of computer applications in information systems
and libraries is emphasized, but mechanization is
regarded as one possible means of implementing
the objectives of a systems and not as an end in
itself. An attempt is made to evaluate various

ways of performing information

library and
processing functions. Also, problems of coding,
file organization, and search techniques for both
manual and machine systems are introduced.

One of the prerequisites for these courses is a
good grounding in the fundamentals of cataloging
and classification. The new developments, in
order to be built on solid ground, must be based
of both the traditional

methods and the purposes for which the methods

on an acquaintance

were devised. It seems evident that the intellec-
tual access to materials and information is the
most important consideration in librarianship to-
day. If this is true, it means that the broad
aspects of cataloging and classification are the
most vital of library school disciplines and that
increased attention should be given them.

(University of Chicago Graduate Library School)
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